
Green Turtle Program, 2008 

As usual, the second half  of  

the green turtle nesting season 

means also having a new group 

of  research assistants, coming 

from a variety of  countries 

including Colombia, El Salva-

dor, Panama, USA and Eng-

land. 

Among this group was Eliseo, 

who also works at the CCC 

project in Playa Chiriquí 

(Panama), which is a very im-

portant nesting beach for 

leatherbacks and hawksbills.  

During his stay in Tortuguero, 

Eliseo worked hard and learnt 

a lot about green turtles, as 

there are not so many in Chiri-

quí. This is a valuable experi-

ence for Eliseo that we hope 

heõll take back with him to 

Panama. Good luck Eliseo!    

In early September we received  

a group at the station who 

were participating in a work-

shop organized by the Inter-

American Convention for the 

Protection and Conservation 

of  Sea Turtles.  The topic of  

t h e  w o r k s h o p  w a s 

òStandardizing research 

methods on turtle nesting 

beachesó.   

We were also honoured by 

the visit of  Dr. Archie Carr 

III and Jeff  Phipps (family 

of  some of  the founders of  

CCC), members of  the 

board and David Godfrey 

(CCC executive director).  

Another piece of  good 

news is that we reached our 

annual goal of  a 1000 newly 

tagged green sea turtles on the 

19th of  September! To reach 

our target we had to carry out 

some extra 7-hour patrols be-

yond mile 5, our normal patrol 

limit. 

 

 

New group and last efforts 

When we carry out night pa-

trols on the beach in search of  

nesting females, around 30% 

of  the ones that we find al-

ready have tags.  

The vast majority of  these 

recaptures are turtles that have 

been tagged in Tortuguero 

during previous years.  How-

ever, this year, we encountered 

a green turtle who was originally 

tagged in 1997 on her feeding 

ground off  Cuba!   

We also encountered 2 green 

turtles that were first tagged 

back in 1980, which means that 

they have been coming to nest 

at Tortuguero for at least 28 

years, which is a new record for 

the project! 

Knowing that green turtles (in 

the Caribbean) reach sexual 

maturity at around 25 years 

old, these two turtles are a 

minimum of  53 years old. 

Turtles worthy of  a special mention 
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Interesting facts:  

Sea turtles store oxygen 

in their tissues and blood 

rather than in their lungs.  

Sea turtles apparently 

see well underwater (but 

not so good on land) and 

they are sensitive to low 

frequency noises (they 

donôt have external ears). 

Green sea turtles show 

on - land basking behav-

iour in Hawaii and the 

Galapagos.  Possible rea-

sons for this are: thermo-

regulation, saving energy 

or avoiding predators 

such as sharks.  

Pict. 1. Group of research assistants with the field 

coordinators. Green turtle program, 2008. 



Environmental education activities 

track survey, equipment cleaning, helping in the visi-
tor centre and preparing educational activities. 

The students are learning about field work and the 
research methods used by CCC, the importance of 
following a protocol and they are actively participat-
ing in our work with the turtles and helping to collect 
data.  

Small projects, research orientated or/and conserva-
tion related, will be also prepared and presented. At 
the end of the season, the students who have fulfilled 
all of the program requirements will be awarded a 
certificate and a special program t-shirt. 

 

Junior Research Assistant Program  

Since July, around 60 local students from Tor-
tuguero have been joining our researchers for 
night patrols.  

Seeing their interest in sea turtle conservation , 
it motivated the creation of a new program; 
the Junior Research Assistant Program.  The 
aim of this program is to train future local 
conservationists. It is open to any youngster 
from Tortuguero willing to learn about sea 
turtle conservation.  

The tasks that they have to carry out within 
the program are similar to those of our re-
search assistants: night patrol, nest survey, 
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Pict. 2. Research Assistant painting a 

recycling container with students of Tortu-

Pict. 3. Field coordinator with the trash 

cans finished and installed at the school. 

Pict. 5. Research Assistant planting 

trees with students of Tortuguero primary 

school. 

looking after.  The idea was to 

create consciousness amongst 

the youth to protect their local 

flora. 

Pict. 4. School kids during the activity 
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Assistants and coordinators pre-

sent during the leatherback sea-

son worked with the school kids 

of Tortuguero painting recycling 

containers donated by the CCC 

(Pict. 2). The purpose of the 

activity was to teach the students 

about recycling and how to sepa-

rate their garbage.   

We are pleased to see that these 

containers are now in use at the 

school (Pict. 3). We hope that 

the youth of Tortuguero will 

show a good example to the rest 

of the community!  

We have also conducted other 

activities, focusing on the diver-

sity of plants and animals in the 

Tortuguero area and on the im-

portance of conserving them.   

Thanks to these activities, the 

children of Tortuguero and San 

Francisco have enjoyed learning 

how their forest is a vital habitat 

for many different animals. (Pict. 

4).  

In a symbolic way, we also 

planted some ornamental flora 

with students, (Pict. 5), which 

they will be responsible for 

We would just like to remind you of the appropriate behaviour for 
those caring about the future of Tortuguero and its turtles:  
1. Respect the visiting hours on the beach. These were imple-

mented to reduce the negative impact that tourism can have 
on sea turtles. 

2. Keep your dogs on a leash during the hatching season 
(especially October and November). Remember that dogs 
are often seen digging up nests and eating hatchlings.  

3. Avoid consuming turtle eggs or meat, this habit can seri-
ously affect the stability of the turtle population. 

4. At night, turn off unnecessary lights in front of the beach. 
Another option is to use red light bulbs or put a screen in 
front of them. Artificial lights disorientate adult turtles and 
hatchlings. 

Ten good things to remember 
 
5. Excavating nests and/or touching hatchlings can negatively af-

fect them, leave them to go to the sea on their own as they need 
to imprint the beach and exercise their muscles to survive in the 
strong currents. 

6. Encourage all visitors to support the Turtle Spotter Program by 
purchasing a brochure and sticker.  

7. Avoid throwing trash on the beach, in the river or around the 
village. Pollution can lead to health issues and cause problems 
for the local wildlife.   

8. Drive boats carefully and slowly.  Remember that animals prefer 
silence and those living in the river can be injured by propellers.  

9. Think about the next generations, what we do in the present will 
have impacts in the future.  

10. Letõs live in harmony with nature, respecting our environment. 


